VENERA GIMADIEVA - SOPRANO

“Aix-en-Provence may have adored Natalie Dessay, but Limoges now venerates Venera Gimadieva.
She was more than equal to the challenges of this role, which demands absolute vocal and theatrical
mastery… neither Callas nor Sutherland could have done a better job. There are many who bewail in
specialist music publications that there are no more true Violettas, but Venera Gimadieva proves them
all wrong.” (Le Populaire du Centre, April 2012)

Venera Gimadieva studied at the Kazan Music College and the St. Petersburg State Conservatoire. In
2008 she was invited to join the St. Petersburg Opera, where she took roles including the title role of
Donizetti Lucia di Lammermoor, Gilda in Verdi Rigoletto, Lucia in Britten The Rape of Lucretia,
Serafina in Donizetti Il campanello di note and Genevieve in Puccini Suor Angelica, also appearing as
a guest soloist with the Kazan State Opera. She was a prize winner at the Rimsky-Korsakov
International Competition in St. Petersburg in 2008 and was awarded a diploma at the Competizione
dell’Opera in Dresden in 2009.
In 2009 Gimadieva joined the Young Artists Programme of the Bolshoi Theatre, where she studied
with Professor Dmitry Vdovin, making her debut at the Bolshoi as Sirin in Rimsky-Korsakov The
Legend of the Invisible City of Kitezh and Maiden Fevronia. In February 2010 she performed the role
of Serpina in Pergolesi La serva padrona on tour to Istanbul with the Musica Viva Chamber Orchestra
conducted by Alexander Rudin and also took part in concerts with the Moscow Philharmonic
Orchestra conducted by Yuri Simonov. In June 2010 she was awarded First Prize at the International
Shalyapin Competition.
In the 2010-11 season, Gimadieva made her debut singing the title role of Rimsky-Korsakov The
Snow-Maiden to great critical acclaim and she appeared as the soprano soloist in Brahms’ German
Requiem with the Russian National Orchestra conducted by Mikhail Pletnev at the Tchaikovsky
Concert Hall. Later, she sang the Queen of Shemakha in the new production of Rimsky-Korsakov’s
The Golden Cockerel directed by Kirill Serebriannikov and conducted by Vassily Sinaisky. The end of
the season marked the completion of her time on the Bolshoi Young Artists’ Programme, and she
graduated into the company.
Last season’s highlights included a new co-production of La traviata at the Opéra de Limoges and the
Opéra de Reims, for which she earned wide critical acclaim, as well as Marfa in Rimsky-Korsakov The
Tsar’s Bride and Ksenia in Mussorgsky Boris Godunov at the Bolshoi. Highlights of the 2012-13
season include the role of Amina in a new production of Bellini La Sonnambula and the title role in a
new production of La traviata directed by Francesca Zambello, both at the Bolshoi.

Venera Gimadieva is represented by Intermusica.
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